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SECRET USNATO 03022 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MNUC, NATO, NPG 

SUBJECT: NPG: NIKE-HERCULES - MISSION COMMENTS ON DRAFT 
PERMREP REPORT 

REF: (A) USNATO 2951 (DTG 211923Z MAR 78), (B) USNATO 2227 
(DTG 031719Z MAR 78) 

THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF DRAFT PERMREPS' REPORT ON NIKE 
HERCULES (REFTEL) GETS TO THE RIGHT CONCLUSION BUT, IN 
OUR VIEW, REQUIRES SOME REORDERING AND REVISION ALONG THE 
FOLLOWING LINES: 

. (A) REFERENCE TO THE LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM IN 

THE TITLE AND IN PARA 3 SHOULD BE DELETED, SINCE THIS NIKE 
HERCULES ACTION IS SEPARATE FROM THE LTDP. 

. (B) THE (ASTERISKED) FOOTNOTE TO THE LAST SENTENCE 

OF PARA 1 OF THE REPORT IS INACCURATE, AND SHOULD BE 
DROPPED; I.E., ACCORDING TO THE DRAFT OF THE HIGH LEVEL 
SECRET 
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PAGE 02 USNATO 03022 221924Z 

GROUP (HLG) REPORT DISCUSSED WITH ALLIES ON 17 MARCH, THE 
RESULTS OF THE NIKE HERCULES REPORT WILL NOT REPEAT NOT 
BE REFLECTED. 

. (C) REFERENCES TO "ADJUSTMENTS" INITIATED IN 1975 

IN PARAS 2 AND 4 ARE NOT ESSENTIAL TO THE REPORT AND COULD 
BE DELETED. 
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. (D) SECTION III SHOULD BE TITLED "DISCUSSION' 1 OR 

"OBSERVATIONS." WE SUGGEST THAT A FINAL SECTION BE ADDED 
TITLED "CONCLUSIONS," UNDER WHICH THE PENULTIMATE SENTENCE 
OF PARA 4 SHOULD BE PLACED. THIS SENTENCE SHOULD BE 
SHARPENED, E.G., REPLACE "SUGGEST" WITH "CONCLUDE." THE 
REMAINING MATERIAL IN PARAS 4-7 CAN BE COMBINED AND 
SHORTENED UNDER SECTION III. 

. (E) PARA 6A SHOULD HEW CLOSER TO LANGUAGE USED BY 

THE NMAS IN THEIR EVALUATION, I.E., IN ADDITION TO SMOOTH- 
ING OUT THE WORDING, REFERENCE TO "THE REDUCING DETERRENT 
VALUE" SHOULD BE DELETED AND REPLACED WITH LANGUAGE ALONG 
THE LINES OF "THE INCREASINGLY LIMITED EFFECTIVENESS" 

(PARA 4 OF CMCM-12-78, REF B). 

. (F) REFERENCE IN PARA 6B TO "A CERTAIN LOSS IN 

MILITARY EFFECTIVENESS" COULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD, AND SHOULD 
BE REVISED ACCORDINGLY. TO PICK UP AGREED LANGUAGE USED 
EARLIER (PARA 3, REF A AND PARA 9 OF OTTAWA AGREED MINUTE), 
ONE POSSIBLE REVISION MIGHT BE: "MINIMAL CONTIGUOUS AREA 
COVERAGE IS MAINTAINED SO THAT THERE WILL NOT BE A MAJOR 
OPERATIONAL LOSS." BENNETT 


SECRET 
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